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ASTRICHT & THEHAGUE

Robin Anderson
takes a look at
what Maastricht
and the Hague
nave to offer event
organisers

he Hague is the “unofficial’

capital of the Netherlands:

it is home to the Dutch royal

family, the Government, all

manner of historic palaces

Wl more I'I"i-|r| 10 E'ﬂhH‘SS.ES dano

witi-national institutions. It's also the

h LN city and, thanks to the Warld

s ane of Europe's leading

55 cenires, As the setting for

ace Palace and the internaticonal

1 of lustice, The Hague can claim
s the city of peace and justice

semopolitan and genial Maastrichi,

=t on the banks of the River Maas
pnd wedged In betwaen Belgium and
emany in the south of the country;

plaged an important roleas the setting

= {mmt Masckicht Tragty wshich
91 WiGahMEnD realy, wWiniin

rested the new Eurape including the
5 one of the oldest cities in
=therlands, with lois of evidence
m Rorean times lJH'.I'-’Hfdb

e Hague Convention Bureau's
UK sccount manager Faul Swain says:
®ecent fam trips have included the
ko5 of American Express, Barclays
» Systemns, HBL Informa,
fass Roots, MCl and World Events

I 2 3l been very positive aboul
ur ‘green’ credentials.

Hague can offer arganisers
sfrechingly different perspective
in Holland by heading
from Schiphol, Just 46 minutes
oy road and even less by train. And

le The Hague opens up uniguely
Sifferent experiences, it is perceived as
 no-nonsense business destination,

ectively offering a safe pair of
Bands and good value for money.”
The self-styled Royal City by the Sea
mbines global grandeur and almaost
So0 years of heritage with the seaside
he resorts ofScheveningen,
of mightclubs and restausants, a
na, 4 -.-.-I.'I:III!.| maring Z-|.'I-!| Ihe
dmark  Steigenberger  Kurhaus
Hotel, dating from 183s, along with the
vore relaxed resart of Kijkduin,
Spearheading The Hague's
mventions offer, The World Forum
ently hosted the UN's intemational

apital, Cisco

WHO

to contact

Maastricht Convention
Bureau

Soma Spath

Tel 00 31 43 3280838
Email: sooja.spetha
mazsstrichtoonventan
beireau.com

W maastricht
Comvenionoureal.com

The Hague Convention
Bureau

| Charlotta Kamemnans

Tk Q0 3170 3618802
Email: Ckamermansm
denhaag.com

www thehague

| CONEress.com

conferenceonthe futuraafAfzhanistan,
with 72 delegations (7oo delegates)
fraom all cwver the warld and keynote
speakers  including UN ﬁEECfE.‘[EII'—.-‘
General Ban Ki-Moon, US Becreiar',' af
State Hillary Clinten and Afghanistan's
President Hamid Karzai

The venue's calendar
includes  conferences far the
International Criminal Court and the
Organisatian far the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapans, The complex has
naw  introduced a hotel bookings
service, the last link in its full-service
concept,

and, Inevitably, the cty s well
represented by global hotel names
including Steigenberger, Crowne Plaza,
Starwoad (Luxury Collection), Hovotsl,
MH-Hotels and, fram spring nest year,
a new five-star Hilton. In total there
dre mafe ”Iall G000 TROMS dd raiss a||
price categaries.

Despite its global profile, The Hague
s quintessentially Dutch. Maastricht,
meanwhile, offers a differentambience,
mone Il.'.'|-_1.K."_'lJ.r'-Il..l!l‘_' SOuUlhien I"_U|u|.;t_'.-_1' 1.
t5 iocation cheek-by-jow| with Belgium
and Germany s part ol the explanation,
along with s southerly riverside
setting, It also offers 3 thriving café

annual

Café-gociety thriving in busting Moasteicht

society, large multi-national student
population, great shapping and dining
plus green hilly surroundings

Many of the city'sTeading conference
hotels have undergone refurbishment
and expansion programmes or have
plans in the pipelne, including the
Crowne Plaza, the Eden Designhotel
Maastricht, the apart Hotel Randwyck
and Maowvotel Maastricht.

Mew Mazstricht Convention Bureau
members  include the cibe-centre
Thiessen Winery and a couple of
elegant meeting and bangueting
complexes set just acrass the Belgian
border: Landgoed Altembrouck, an
18th century estate set in the hils
and forests of the Voerstreek, and Slot
Pietersheim at Lanaken, a ten-minute
drive from  Maastrichl, Restaurant
Beluga and Hotel Yan der Valk
Maastricht joined the bureau in July,

Local special events planners play
a similarly active role. M-Event’s
niewly expanded fleet of vehicles now
includes  ten ‘Wolkswagen Beatles
and 2y super-trendy Ralian Wespas
TreaT has launched a highly inventive
team-building programme and ZIN
recently became the Bureal's newest
PO member.

Comtinusd to page B8
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MAASTRICHT&THEHAGUE

Comtinued from page 47

Recent beat-the-recessicn campaigning
led to an ambifious threg-week sales
drve which took the Bureau team and
14 organizations fram the area ta visit
more than 7g Belgian, German and
[uteh planners of corporate meetings
and conventions. "Everyone welcomed
us with open arms,” said the MCB's
Tamara Weide, "Thay thought It was
special to see so many key suppliers
working together as one team,”

s nob surprising, then, Lo learn
that in the Internaticnal Congress &
Convention Association’s zlobal league
table of Infemational non-carparate
conventions, Maastricht rocketed from
15ath place in zoo7 to 815t in 2008,

One of the biggest challenges faced
by the MCE is that the city does not
have ts awn Intemational aifport,
but as Weide explzined: “We have
four international airports within a

Al the water's edge in the Hogue

one-hour drive — Brussels, Cologne,
Dusseldorf and Eindboven, We also
encourage delegates ta take the
iow-carbon option of rail travel, being
agbout an hour from Brussels, under
three-haurs from Paris and less than
four hours from London,”

Maastricht's meetings and events
venues  include  historic  castles,
designer hatels, caves. a fortress and
all sorts of ships. But jewel in the
conventicn crown is the Maastricht
Exhibition & Congress Centre (MECC),
which features almost 30 meeting
rooms (largest for 2500 theatre-style)
including two auditoria, plus two
pn-site hotels and 30,000 sgm of
exhibition sgace in faur venues.

The 1oth Bienpial Conference af
the European Sociely for Therapeutic
Radiclogy and Oncology took place
at the MECC recently with 2500
delegates, =

&8 m

the expert

Rene Buryink, director of |
ITBhalland, recommesyds:

Gala dinner for 100

The Hague's monumental
Grote Kerk (Ble Church)
is one of the largest
recaptice Balls in the

oty capabile of hosting
200 guests beneath its
Gothic arched cesling and
atmospheric lighting. Price
£185 (E153) po,
High-level team-building |
for 10

A literally high-leved world
first fealures gastronomas
cookery and fine dining
aboard a masse hat-air
balloon, which riow
operates &5 o restaurant
soaring owver Dutch cities
and histanc lancscapss
Approx €900 (E792) o
Conference venue

for 500

The World Forum has more
than &0 maeling rooms
and can seat more than
2,000 theatre-style, Price
fior SO0 dalegates, from

Suppliersoundsoff

€10,000 (£8,807).

In a new regular series, suppliers are
invited to address a subject that really
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argues that the news of the death of four
and five-star hotels has been grosshky

exagderated

Don’t bury us yet

here is & rumour that four

and five-star hotels are all

an their deathbeds due

to a decrease in ewents

busingss. We are plagued
by azencies, normally looking for
a free room in London, seemingly
amazed that we an the suppliers’
cide ctill have inbe, lat alone am
business,

Well the reason we are still here
Is quite simple: hotels are, for the
most part, quite diverse businesses,
In turnaver temms events are a small
percentage of our overall business.
And whilst you think the spa, aur
Michelin-starred chef and our lounge
are all there for the amusement
of conference delegates, vou'd be
mistaken.

The spa is doing Fantasticalby,
thank you. We never had any of your
so-called high spending canference
delegates in there anyway as they
couldn's put it through expenses,
You see, the spa and the fine dining
restaurant are aimed at  totally
different clientele. And the reason,
much to your chagrin, that we dan't
allow vou to use the lounge as one
of your breakout rooms is that we
take more than f£5.000 a day from
afternoon tea

50 whilst wou ‘leading’ agencies
haye remained one  dimensional
and desperate for T Mobile's next
event, we on the supplier side have
continued to be diverse. We have
all sarts of business from all sords
of industries; we don't just do car
launches, nor brag that we have BT
as our client -who doesn't? We don't

A

ES,O0 o day on affernaon teas

just do weddings or bar mitzvahs,
nor do we. just do corporate and
govermmant meetings, ar Christmas
parties, We do them all, And we'd
prefer nat ta. Ul et you in to a small
trade secret: we aniy have meeting
rooms because nobody will pay for a
ground loor bedroom. Yet,

Sa the next time you are looking
far a free room, don't be surprised
that the hotel can't help vou, They
just might be full of other business,
It's just that it isn't yours,
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amazed we stil

have jobs’




visit us s www.holland.com/meetings
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A CHANGE...

Frash ideas? A new starn? Deciding how w adapt o new situations? Every meeting is dasigned
to implament change.

But change only happens when you start to lnok at things differently. Like the Dutch, perhaps? ‘

A nation so innovative and idiosynematic that when you mest in Holland some of it can't |
help but rub oft

Unly an hour away via 14 regional airports and at the heart of Blrope - we ara so
close, we're almost local

Think about it. A change of colour might suit you too,

Think holland.com/meetings



